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Ex-Aide of C.I.A. Says JJ.S. Bombed Leper Colony 


fighting capability of the North 
Vietnamese Army, then largely 
still in the north. 

“They spotted a huge, heavily 
guarded compound at a village 
called Quynh Loc,” Mr. Mc- 
official said. “No public men- 
tion was ever made of the in- 
cident.” 

“An hones t por trayal ofwhat 
iateiJikdrifie.»^-».a)0?QtTt mffst 
con clude that the . cXATTsTIfn 

■r&ss with littl e or no n central 

di£?ctmn~sorcJ_y needing drastic 

' chang e^MKrMcB'fineir^Stc. 

A~ spokesman for_ the"'CT.A. 
cdafirme'dTltHaitrM fbTdc’Gafiey 
had ..worked. there,. ..bnt.xc.fn^ed 
£0tnm en t„pn„t h e ,p o o k , Th e b oqk 

Vas’ sent Jto jhe. agency for rc- 

vIdw."j«f.dB .pubUcationZSi.Odc 
Gamy_jsaid, .an.d...onjy a few 
mi nor s egments were deleted. 

In a lettTr'td“MrrMcGarycy 
clearing the book for publica- 
tion, an agency official noted 
that if any claim is made that 
.the C.I.A. “UL.„any „way ^aj}- 
proyes your book or confirms 
the "accuracy of'any ‘inforiffa- 
tibir”'rohffin^^^^ it 

vdll_.hn»xiffida]iy.„d£;aied.” 
Sputnik Reported Stolen 

deals with jhe^C.LA. ri ,,. ; J.hg. bulk 
*aPdOl£ tIarycy’a rjiticisi 


j By SEYMOUR M. HERSH 

.apfclil to The N«W York Tlmfs 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 19-^4 

fn rm or Cent ral InteJIi gence 

A'lency official *sar d^h**'»-**ii^ 
jiook piihlishef.nro'dnyDbat the 
Air Force bombed a Norlh"VT6t- 

':inii'3c.nLmcE.cofo_ny~iri~if)d'6 

r'i'trr Air Force. photoTahaTyStS 
m ism ken lv~ conciu d ed ttmfihe 
building -s u r r o u n d e d”’by~Kv o 
mws oi "'on rbed-wife ~Tenc’d a - 

iver<*XN'nrth^ 

aon headquarters. 

'j lie lonner ageht, Patrick J. 

I.IcGarvey, spent 14 years with 
tire C.I.A., the Defense Intelli- 
gence Agency and Air Force 
inteiiigence before resigning in 
1969. 

,in J»is_ . book. “C.I.A., the 

My .tl ~M a i in e s s,* ’^pub l'isj fi d 

by the Saturday Review 'press, 

.Mr. ivmoarvev chargcs*tHaTde- 
,,'ense agency and C.I.A. spe c ial- 
i,>is. were overwhe(miiiglyI53l n - 
errned with provi ding wh at he 
tailed j.bnteJiigeaiiQi£!El£ase’’ 
n nd . would often distort fac ts 
to. do so. 

In some cases, he contended, 
vital information was withheld 
from the White House by bu- 
reaucrats anxious to avoid crit- 
icism. 

The leper-colony incident be- 

, gan, Mr. McGarvey wrote, after . . .. 

| tiie Air Force reported that it nDviO/l cGarycy’ s, JCdidians^n 
I had spotted a division head- aad£dDlC 5 -jaJX.dxawn,ii;aci his 
;j quarters in reconnaissance pho- scr,vic£_wiih-The.„P.clcjisgj;nJ:el- 
ijeographs. At the time, the serv-,lige^aAgmmyaiiiriiigJllS,Vi e t' 
iee was eager to destroy thewam-War. 
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Assodalcd Press 

Patrick J. McGarvey 


Garvey said. “The compound 
was isolated and ringed with 
barbed wire. Inside were areas' 
shut off from each other with 
more barbed wire.” 

Both the Air Force operation; 
personnel and the officers at- 
tached to the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff “concluded that this 
had to be a division head- 
quarters,” Mr. McGarvey wrote. 
The initial defense agency anal- 
ysis did not support that con- 
clusion, he added, and it was 
officially reported that there 
was “no information to support 
the existence of a division 
headquarters at that location.’ 

Mr. McGarvey, who was serV' 
ing with the Defense Intel 
ligence Agency at the time, 
noted that it had previously 
been determined that the North 
Vietnamese Army had aban 
doned all of its identifiable 
garrison areas and military 
camps shortly after the air war 
began in 1 965 “and took to the 
hills and caves.” 

Nonetheless,' he wrote, the 


Joint Chiefs “insisted that 
D.I.A, label the facility a pos- 
sible military headquarters 
site.” His account went on: j 
“D.I.A. acceded to this demand. 
On May 6, 1966, a heavy bomb-! 
ing raid was mounted against! 
the facility.” 

‘No Public Mention Made’ 

“A few days later,” Mr. Mc-l 
Gravey wrote, “the North Viet- 
namese charged that the United 
States had bombed a leper col- 
ony at Quynh Loc, killing 30 
[patients and wounding 34. 
iD.I.A. examined the photos and 
[compared them with those on 
'which they had based the mis- 
jsion.” 

I “They proved to be the pos- 
sible military headquarters 
I site,’ ” the former intelligence 
| tEu.the _..h r qk,„ Mr, McGarvey 
[also reports that C.I.A. agents 
s i lAces s ru i iyr s l oTe"* T: lie' ' "o o v i e t 

| .Vis jdjse! e..wa£fiajLsio >' 1 d a to ur 
shflrtly— .after: itfi.-.successful 

Uauncb>.,Thit^Aik.1eapiJka m - 

fPlelely-dismantlcd. iExoo}LA ar n- 
nles of its s tructure, photo- 
J3 nhed i t. re a ssem b 1 ecTT ET’cEiTti 
mturnedut- t outs o ngmai jiTaco 


undetected,** he said 
Mr. McGarvey, now a resident 
of suburban Washington, is 
known to have spent someycars 
working under cover as a 
clandestine C.I.A. agent in South 
Vietnam and elsewhere, *hut 
deals l ichtiygwit h .-hla ^raisQnal 

*JIliis.-htmkJajmL.an_at.teraQt 
t o expo se the C .I.A.,". he wrote. 
iKHalEL mv rea sons foivw ritlng 
this hqok i s to shed some light 
on t he mosPdaml'grng. persist- 
e at.ro v tlr'afoor today alio uU'tlic 
C»LA, — that ..ft . is.. 'aa.Icfficient. 
welL-xun_jn 2 .d±ia^apabje of 
al most anv se t, of trickery or 

iD£igE e ” 
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